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Brought to you by: Don Zahnle 
donzahnle@gmail.com  

 

Buying With Help  
If Mom & Dad Pay: Do 

They Get a Say? 
The high cost of education, poor job prospects 
and rising prices in many housing markets 
mean more young prospective home buyers 
are turning to their families for help to buy 
their first home. 

Traditionally many parents have opted to 
contribute toward a down payment, but in 
recent years, that contribution has become 
bigger and the practice has grown in 
popularity.  

It is becoming so common that house-and-
home channels have a whole show – My 
House, Your Money – focused on buyers who 
can afford to buy only with their families’ 
help. 

For the contributors, it is not as simple as 
writing a check and waiting for the 
housewarming party. Now, in time-honored 
“pay the piper” tradition, many families want a 
role in the buying process; they attend 
viewings, push their ideas and even try to 
hijack the real estate agent/buyer relationship. 

The gaps between what young buyers want, 
and what families feel the kids need, can 
create a dramatic tug-of-war that makes great 
fodder for a TV show. Episodes of “My 
House, Your Money” show adult children 
asking their parents to take a step back and 
parents using their investment as a bargaining 
chip. 

It is not always this way: Just because they are 
investors does not mean that family members 
can make the big decisions. As real estate 
agents who have dealt with these situations 
point out, most parents want what is best for 
their kids, and while it might not be what they 
would pick, that condominium in the sky may 
be what makes their offspring happy. 

The Ideal Valentine Date:  
Try It & Fall in Love Again   

Some cynics believe Valentine’s Day is just another opportunity for retailers 
to flog jewelry, candy and flowers. In fact, the gifts sometimes become more 
important than the reason behind this celebration – your love for someone 
else.  

But fear not, there are still ample ways to celebrate a special Valentine’s Day. 
These great ideas for unique Valentine’s dates come from an unexpected 
place: men. 

While flowers usually excite women along with wining and dining at 
expensive restaurants, perfume, jewelry and lingerie, men have great other 
ideas that would put Cupid himself to shame. This February, why not try one 
of these unusual date ideas that are almost guaranteed to make you fall in love 
all over again. 

·  Geocaching. Treasure hunting with technology, geocaching offers the best 
of both worlds: an exciting adventure and a Valentine’s date to remember.  

·  Love under the moon. Head for the great outdoors with your significant 
other. Bring drinks and s’mores to your favorite RV spot. Enjoy each 
other’s company and celebrate the view by a fire you built yourself.  

·  Love is in the air. Yes, it is expensive, but flying in a helicopter with your 
loved one is surely worth the price. 

·  Romantic Carriage Ride. Offers the perfect excuse to hold onto each 
other and laugh in the crisp air. 

·  Music to your ears. Buy opera or ballets then romantic coffee and sweet 
treats after the show with your love. 
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Are You Watching the Housing Market with 
Plans of Selling in the near Future? 

 

Are you considering downsizing, or moving 
closer to the grandkids? 

 
Have me set up an automatic notification of the home sales in the 
housing market area around your home. It is easy for me to do, and there 
is no cost or obligation. Just email me your address with a message to set 
you up for notification of home sales in your area. 
 
Call or email me today. 
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in half across the middle (not top to 
bottom). Hold one half face down in 
your palm above a large bowl. Bang 
the bottom end with a heavy wooden 
spoon for a couple of minutes. It’s not 
perfect, but it’s the closest to hassle-
free you’ll get.  

·  Prepare perfect pancakes. When 
you’re finished with your ketchup, try 
washing and filling the squeeze bottle 
with pancake batter. This trick lets 
you squeeze out just the right amount 
of batter for perfect pancakes. If 
you’re using a flat griddle, you can 
squeeze the perfect amount of batter 
into your metal cookie cutters to 
create pancakes in your favorite 
shape.  

·  Freshen the air. Dilute vodka with 
water in a spray bottle to squelch 
kitchen odors. 

You can find out how to do just 
about anything on the Internet. 
These online tips are fun and 
clever and can even cut prep 
time. 

·  Aerate your wine quickly. Wine 
connoisseurs know that red wine 
should breathe a little, optimally in a 
decanter for half an hour. 
Aficionados swish their reds around 
in their glass; the rest of us may 
want to try this sexy tip: Use a stick 
or regular blender for a minute to 
speed up the process. Too weird? 
Toss the wine from one decanter to 
another (about 15 tosses) and even 
the aficionados won’t notice. Try a 
taste test. Can you tell the 
difference?  

·  Bang your pomegranate. Love 
pomegranates but hate seeding 
them? There’s a better way. Cut one 

Are You Wondering How 
Much Your Home Is Worth? 

Do you want to know how the price of 
your home has changed in today’s market? 
Do you want to know for how much other 
homes in your neighborhood are selling? 

If you're wondering what's happening to 
prices in your area, or you're thinking 
about selling your house, I can help. 

Either call 404-939-1309 or email me for a 
no-obligation, professional evaluation. 

I won't pressure you into listing with me 
or waste your time. Read about how I feel 
about pressure! I'll just give you the honest 
facts about your home and its value. 

I'll also give you the "inside scoop" on 
what's happening in the housing market 
near where you live! 

Call me at 404-939-1309 or email me at 
donzahnle@gmail.com and we will 
arrange a time to get together. 
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Each month I’ll give you a new 
question.  

Just email me at 
donzahnle@gmail.com for the 
answer. 

What animal is the symbol of long 
life in Korea? 
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If you’ve enjoyed this newsletter 
and found its information useful, 
please pass it to a neighbor, friend 
or co-worker. 

And if you have any comments 
about it, don’t forget to give me a 
call or send me an email! 

Worth Reading 
Albert Einstein’s Brain May 
Provide Clues to His Genius… 
By Dominique Mosbergen 
Huffington Post  

Since his death, Einstein’s brain has 
taken on a life of its own. In a new 
study, Florida State University 
evolutionary anthropologist Dean 
Falk examined rare photographs of 
the physicist’s brain. The images 
show it was unusually connected 
and complex in certain areas. Why 
and how? Perhaps there are some 
questions science can’t answer. 
More:  http://tinyurl.com/bwm9n57 

What Are Some Cooking Myths 
That Don’t Help? 
By Jonas M. Luster 
Lifehack.org 

Cooking involves a type of science 
your teachers may not have covered. 
In this primer we discover: Boiling 
water is a chemical reaction, and salt 
may have little impact on how fast 
that happens; meat is really a muscle 
(and therefore benefits from 
marinating); and even companies 
promoting wellness make 
unsubstantiated claims in their 
advertising. Disillusioned yet? 
More:  http://tinyurl.com/b3dhgb6  

What Willy Loman Could Learn 
From the Birds and the Bees 
By Mark Joseph Stern  
Slate.com 

The birds and bees may help you get 
here from there, solving the 
“traveling salesman” problem. Bees 
calculate the fastest route among 
flowers with the most pollen, and 
birds called Clark’s nutcrackers use 
landmarks to remember where they 
buried their winter pine nut haul. 
Why are they both more savvy then 
humans? As the author says: “No 
matter how much we innovate and 
calculate, we can still get scooped 
by bees.”   
More:  http://tinyurl.com/ckgo7rj  

Try These Quick and Quirky 
Internet Kitchen Shortcuts 
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Journalist and ecologist Lakis 
Polycarpou recently penned a Polis blog 
article titled “Is it Time to Transcend 
the ‘Urban-Suburban Divide?” An 
admitted city lover, he concluded that 
suburbia (at least today’s suburbia) isn’t 
so bad after all. 

Then again, a recent article in Atlantic 
Cities spoke positively of the trend to 
urbanism, whereby homes in many 
walkable, centrally located 
neighborhoods have held or increased 
their value while that of their suburban 
cousins declined. 

Across North America, experts are 
predicting a trend toward urban living 
sparked by immigration, economic 
factors, the increasing price of gasoline 
and “most of all” demographics, as the 
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two largest demographic groups – baby 
boomers and millennials – appear to be 
driving the urban boom.  

Some cities are welcoming the influx 
and making changes to make city living 
more appealing, including upgrading 
infrastructure and transit systems. 
However, the suburbs are changing, too, 
morphing from car-friendly cookie-
cutter developments that excluded 
pedestrians and transit riders to today’s 
suburbs that are anything but.  

While many developers have not lost 
their taste for McMansions, some 
innovative architects are designing 
smaller homes in town-like settings 
around green space. Targeted to appeal 
to downsizing boomers and millennials 
who do not want the expense or bother 

of big properties, this new suburbia 
competes with the “urbs.” 

In addition, competitive, new 
developments are arranged around 
golf courses, waterways and 
community centers – making them 
more livable. Even the auto is 
downplayed, thanks to bike paths and 
trails. Developments also include a 
mix of housing. Once the preserve of 
single-family homes, many suburbs 
now host multifamily housing which 
is the fastest-growing segment of the 
real estate market. 

Regardless what the pundits say, for 
our confused homebuyer, we point to 
a sentiment expressed recently by one 
real estate watcher: There is only one 
right answer, and it is whatever is 
best for you. 

Urban or Suburban: What a Relocating Senior needs to know! 

Ask the Agent: This 
Month’s Question 

How will home renovations impact 
my insurance? 

Are you planning home renovations?  

After deciding what to do and who 
will do it, you have one more task: 
contacting your insurance company. 

Whether you are renovating to sell or 
to meet your own needs, significant 
changes may well affect your 
insurance.  

Some – like remodeling your kitchen – 
will add value to your home and 
potentially increase your insurance 
premiums.  

On the other hand, if you are making 
your home safer, more energy efficient 
or more accessible, you may actually 
get a break on your premiums. 

Be sure to ask whether workers are 
covered in the event of an accident by 
a contractor’s or employer’s policy. If 
they have no insurance, do not hire 
them.  

You also need to look at your policy 
before starting renovations, to ensure 
you are adequately covered for theft or 
damage. 

Important news for Seniors  
Three Social Security Fixes to Solve the Real Fiscal Crisis 
The Heritage Foundation 
Social Security is already running massive cash-flow deficits that will last for at least 
the next 75 years. Repaying its trust fund bonds will take increasing amounts of general 
revenue taxes that will either squeeze other spending out or cause even higher deficits. 
And after the bonds run out, the program faces automatic 25 percent benefit cuts for 
every recipient. 
http://herit.ag/V8IQ1j 
13 Tax Increases in 2013 
The Heritage Foundation 
New Year's Day was tough for taxpayers. Thirteen tax increases kicked in.The deal that 
Congress and President Obama struck that finally--but only partially--avoided the 
fiscal cliff resulted in seven tax increases.Those hikes combined with six tax increases 
from Obamacare that also began on New Year's Day. 
http://herit.ag/13eg02Y 
Obamacare tax on medical devices hurts jobs and health  
Washington Times 
With the start of the New Year, one of the little noticed but potentially harmful features 
of Obamacare has now gone into effect. It is the tax on medical device manufacturers. 
The new tax of 2.3 percent is placed on the revenues of companies that produce 
medical devices such as heart valves, insulin pumps and hundreds of thousands of 
carefully engineered and regularly improved testing, diagnostic and treatment products 
that make modern medicine in the United States the envy of the world. 
http://bit.ly/13z2Duw 
Obamacare tax on medical devices hurts jobs and health  
Washington Times 
With the start of the New Year, one of the little noticed but potentially harmful features 
of Obamacare has now gone into effect. It is the tax on medical device manufacturers. 
The new tax of 2.3 percent is placed on the revenues of companies that produce 
medical devices such as heart valves, insulin pumps and hundreds of thousands of 
carefully engineered and regularly improved testing, diagnostic and treatment products 
that make modern medicine in the United States the envy of the world. 
http://bit.ly/13z2Duw 
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Recipe: Valentine’s 
Breakfast Pancakes 

Makes about 12 pancakes 
 
1 cup flour 
2 teaspoons baking powder 
2 tablespoons sugar 
½ teaspoon salt 
¼ teaspoon grated nutmeg 
 1 egg 
 ½ to ¾ cup milk 
2 tablespoons butter, melted 
Syrup 
½ cup seedless red raspberry jam 
½ cup maple syrup 

Directions 

Sift flour, baking powder, sugar, salt 
and nutmeg into a medium bowl. In 
another bowl beat egg, milk and 
slightly cooled butter until blended.  

Add wet ingredients into the flour 
mixture and stir to moisten. Do not 
beat. 

Heat and grease a griddle. Drop a ¼ 
cup of batter onto the griddle until 
the surface of the pancake is dotted 
with holes. Flip and cook the other 
side until light brown.  

Gently heat raspberry jam and 
maple syrup in a small pot. Stir until 
raspberry jam is melted.  
Serve pancakes with warm syrup, 
fresh berries and a mint sprig. 
 

This newsletter and any information contained herein are intended for general informational 
purposes only and should not be construed as legal, financial or medical advice. The publisher takes 
great efforts to ensure the accuracy of information contained in this newsletter. However, we will 
not be responsible at any time for any errors or omissions or any damages, howsoever caused, that 
result from its use. Seek competent professional advice and/or legal counsel with respect to any 
matter discussed or published in this newsletter. This newsletter is not intended to solicit properties 
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Sudoku instructions: Complete the 9x9 grid so that each 
row, each column and each of the nine 3x3 boxes contains the 
digits 1 through 9. Contact me for the solution! 

 


